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We are pleased to present our inaugural report of the RESIDE project. This is a
collaboration between children and young people with intellectual disabilities, their families,
teachers, academics, healthcare and charities which seeks to create a programme about
relationships and sexuality. The purpose of these reports is to keep you informed as we
advance with developments on the project.

This phase of the project is to create an online programme called RESIDE for delivery in
special schools across the UK. After the programme has been delivered, we will ask
children and young people, teachers and parents what they thought about it.

Progress

= We are working with a video production company to produce animation content to
be used in the programme.

= The RESIDE website is under construction.
= Programme outline content has been agreed.

= We have established a project advisory group with members from e.g. schools,
charities and HSC Trusts.

Spotlight on Informing Choices NI (tel. 02890 316100; www.informingchoicesni.org)

We are pleased to have Mark Breslin, CEO and Deborah McGinn, Education and Training
Manager on the project advisory group. Informing Choices NI (ICNI) is a sexual and
reproductive health charity based in Northern Ireland (NI). They champion informed
choices around sex, sexuality and reproductive health and emotional wellbeing through
advocacy, counselling, education, information, and training. Underpinning their work is the
principle that all citizens have the right to access high-quality information, education, and
sexual and reproductive services without prejudice or discrimination.

ICNI services include a sexual health helpline, pregnancy choices and post abortion
counselling, Just Ask, an award-winning learning disability and autistic persons
Relationships and Sexuality Education project, training for professionals working in this
field and Speakeasy, a Relationships and Sexuality project for parents and guardians.

For further information on the RESIDE research project please contact
Dr Freda McCormick (freda.mccormick@aqub.ac.uk)

or
Dr Mark Linden (m.linden@qub.ac.uk)
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